SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, April 8, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, April 8, 2013 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioner Mike Williams gave the invocation and Commissioner Lucas Watkins followed

with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake III, Daryl Ferrara, Lucas Watkins and Michael
               
 
  Williams

Commissioners Absent: Mark Griggs and William Joubert 
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Stacey Neal and
                          Loretta Joiner, The Hammond Daily Star.

Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  There were no public comments.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Boihem that the Commission convene its meeting and adopt the April 8, 2013 Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas:  5 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins  and Mike Williams  Nays: 0  Absent: 2 – Griggs and Joubert

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Williams seconded by Commissioner Boihem, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on March 11, 2013. Motion passed.  Yeas:  5 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins  and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2 –Griggs and Joubert 
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Watkins reported on the Financial Reports for the month ending March 31, 2013.  He reported that the total revenues were $95,374.86 and the total expenses were $ 20,346.10 having a net income of $75,028.76.  Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the March financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Williams.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  -Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0
Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.
Old Business:

1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

Port Director, Patrick Dufresne gave a brief update on the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Projects.  He reported that the William Evans project engineer with URS was not able to attend this meeting, due to a schedule conflict.  Discussed were issues relative to the final design plans for the bulkhead tie back system that remains’ pending until a decision is made regarding the current demolition of Building # 1.  The original proposal accepted was that of the contractor paying the Commission a fee for removal of building and dock.  After meeting with the demolition contractor the following issues were discussed: removal of creosote piles, cost of transloading piles, removal procedures, pull out piles or cut below water surface, environmental permits and additional disbursement expenses and cost for transloading of piles and scrap materials.  In conclusion of the update on the Bulkhead Project he reported that he will research the details further to reach an agreeable solution prior to proceeding with the demolition and bulkhead projects.
It was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the

Commission give authorization to the Executive Director to spend/increase expenditures an additional $75,000 for removal of the creosote poles in regards to completing the demolition project.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.

2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update

    a) Stone Oil Project Update
The port director reported that Stone Oil submitted a letter stating its intentions to in act on their first three year option to continue its operations at the port facility. Neogations are still pending regarding a long term commitment and rail track expansion project with Canadian National Railroad.  Bond issues may be discussed at a later time, if needed for port rail infrastructure regarding track expansion issues.
3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoices for payment approval.

   a) Coburn’s Inv. 175665699 – Amt. $232.39

   b) Connies Impressions, Inc. (Est. $1086.00) Port’s 50th Anniversary & Industry Appreciation Event
   c) G. T. Michelli Co. Inc. Inv. # 130047  Amt. $460.50

  d) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage Inv. 93099 Amt.$350.00  and Inv. 93100 -Ligation - $157.50 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission approve payment on the invoices presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5  - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0  Absent: 2  Griggs and Joubert.

4.)  Building # 1 Demolition Project update

The port director re-stated that the port is doing some further research regarding the demolition project.
5. Tank Sale Update

The port director reported that the sale for the surplus tanks had been completed and were sold to Smitty’s Inc. Payment was received and the transloading process of the surplus steel storage tanks was successful.  The director thanked Stacy Neal and Steve Hoover for their assistance and in facilitating the sale transaction.
6.  Electrical Modifications Update 

In preparation for the demolition of building # 1 the electrical work performed at the port facility were the following: removal of light fixtures, installed a new service pole, meter installation at dock to truck scale, relocate underground  service for scale and dock areas and seek a small generator for the riverboat usage at the port dock for 50th  Anniversary event.
7.  STPPC 50th Anniversary & Industry Appreciation Event 

The port director gave an update pertaining to the upcoming 50th Anniversary & Industry Appreciation Event.  He reported meeting with the owner of the Cotton Blossman, Frank Crain, to confirm scheduling Friday, April the 29th for the event on the riverboat.  The riverboat will be brought in on Thursday if anyone interested in seeing/helping with the setting-up prior to the event.  The event will be catered, by Bantaa’s Catering, and a majority of the speaking program, lunch, and presentation, will take place on the second deck, if weather is permissible.   Invitations will be sent inviting former directors and commissioners and a commemorative plaque will be unveiled listing the previous and current Director and Commissioners showing their appointed date.   The following participants at the event will include Fire Departments, Color Guard, Southeastern Louisiana University Music Department will provide Quartet Music and National Anthem vocalist, and a former Commissioner will lead the Pledge Allegiance. The speaking program will consist of the following:  U.S. Representative Steve Scalise, Parish President Gordon Burgess, LA State Representative Steve Pugh, Senator “Bodi” White, the Director of the Port’s Association of Louisiana Joe Accardo, Jr. and the LA DOTD Port Priority Program Manager will explain how the Port Priority program works and possibly also have someone to speak about the Panama Canal project that will open up this area to more containers and how the ports, in some small part, play into that future.  The Agenda will give attendees a good over view of the ports issues, progress of the STPPC, and how it came into existence in reference to what their roles are while thanking them for their community service through past and current accomplishments.  It’s also an opportunity to thank the Octavia Partners Group for donating the 100 acres adjacent to the port facility for future development.  We’re now in the process of getting the event program ready for printing which will be given to guest at the event.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Facility Planning & Control/Capital Outlay Project Funding for 2013

    a) Resolution
The port director informed the Commissioners that the original copies of an Cooperative Endeavor Agreement for Port Manchac Terminal Improvements, FP&C Project No. 36-P33-12-01,  was received.  A resolution is required, (a prerequisite), authorizing the director to represent the Port Commission in all matters pertaining to the project, including certifying requests for State disbursements.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission enter into an Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Between the State of Louisiana and the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, for Port Manchac Terminal Improvements, Planning and Construction (Tangipahoa) FPC Project No. 36-P33-12-01 authorizing Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to represent the Port Commission in regards to the receipt of funds from the State of Louisiana, Office of Facility Planning and Control. As an authorized representative he shall have the authority to sign and approve all documents that are necessary under the circumstances to accomplish the port improvements project.  Motion passed. Yeas:  5 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Mike Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2 – Griggs and Joubert

2. Insurance Coverage for 2013-2014
    a) Resolution
In reference to prior discussions concerning standard General Liability and Property insurance coverage at the Port Manchac facility, the Commission agreed to seek insurance proposals for FY 2013-2014 based on previous revisions made in FY 2012-2013.

It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission authorize its director, Patrick Dufresne, to give public notice to its official journal requesting proposals for its annual insurance portfolio that will provide coverage for FY June 2013– May 2014.  The comprehensive proposal package should contain the following coverage’s including: 1) Property/Inland Marine, 2) General Liability (including addition of 100 acres), 3) Non-Owned & Hired Auto, 4) Employee Dishonesty,  5) Directors & Officers Liability, and 6) Workman’s Compensation.  The proposals shall be submitted and reviewed in strict accordance with all state of Louisiana public bid law rules and regulations. All interested vendors may obtain additional information by contacting the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission-Port Manchac @ 163 W. Hickory St. Ponchatoula, LA  70454 – Attn:  Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director/CEO – (985) 386-9309 or email: portmanchac@i-55.com. All proposals must be postmarked or received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 10, 2013.  Motion passed. Vote: Yeas:  5 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Watkins and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 2 – Griggs and Joubert

3)  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie 
       Shoring for money due.

* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss 
    prospective litigation.

The port director reported that there was nothing to report and there was no need for an executive session at this meeting, perhaps at the May meeting a report will be given by the Commission’s legal counsel for an update on this issue.
REMARKS:
The port director announced that the legislation session has started and that he will be attending a joint house/senate transportation committee meeting relative to the pending second Port Priority-DOTD application review to ensure it stays on the agenda list for funding.  He also thanked those involved  for their assistance in planning the Port’s 50th Event.
Ms. Stacy Neal, Executive Director, for the Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  gave a brief update providing information relative its role providing information for companies who have an interest in locating their operations in our community and region staying in tune to attract business on the path of success.  She also announced that the 2013 Joint Luncheon Meeting, Tangipahoa Economic Foundation, Amite, Hammond and Ponchatoula Chamber of Commerce Luncheon will be held on Thursday, April 25, 2013 at Noon. 
Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Watkins, seconded by Commissioner Boihem.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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